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Lessons from Ezekiel: Prophecies against the Nations1  
Ezekiel 25–28 

 
In the first 24 chapters of Ezekiel the focus has been almost exclusively upon the nation of Israel and in particular 
Judah and Jerusalem. In Chapters 25–32 the focus switches to seven neighboring nations.  
 
 
Prophecies against Israel’s Closest Neighbors (Ezekiel 25:1–17)  
 
• Ammon (vv. 1–7) 

 
 
“God judged the Ammonites because of their enmity against Israel. They expressed malicious pleasure at the 

dishonoring of the temple, desolation of the land, and dispersion of the inhabitants” (MacArthur, 66). 
 

• Moab (vv. 8–11)  
 
 
 

• Edom (vv. 12–14) 
 

 
• Philistia (vv. 15–17) 

 
 

Prophecies against Tyre (Ezekiel 26:1–28:19)  
 

 
• Note: “The eleventh year” (26:1) = 586 BC when Jerusalem and the first Temple were utterly destroyed by 

the Babylonians.  
 
 

• Ezekiel 27 is a lamentation or funeral dirge for Tyre in which the Lord prophetically describes the city as a 
trade ship destroyed on the high seas (MacArthur, 76). “The first section (vv. 1–9), written in poetry, pictures 
Tyre’s former glory by describing her, appropriately, as a beautiful ship. The second section (vv. 10–25), in 
both poetry and prose, enumerates Tyre’s many trading partners. The third section (vv. 26–36), again in 
poetry, describes Tyre’s catastrophic shipwreck.”2 

 
• Ezekiel 28 is a prophecy specifically against the Prince or King of Tyre [Lit. “the man at the top”]. There are 

many similarities here to Isaiah 14:3–23, which concerns the king of Babylon. In both of these passages, 
some of the language seems to describe Satan. Most likely both texts describe a human king who is being 
manipulated by Satan (cf. Daniel 10:13, 20; John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 44; 1 John 5:19).  

 
 
 
 

• Ezekiel 28:20–24 is a brief prophecy against Sidon [20 miles up the coast] followed by the eschatological 
fulfillment of the promises to Abraham and David in Israel’s future kingdom (vv. 25–26). 

 
1 Adapted from Ezekiel: Redemption for God’s People (2024) by John MacArthur.  
2 Dyer, C. H. (1985). Ezekiel. In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, 1:1279. 
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